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$1.4 billion a day, the party of fiscal re-
sponsibility and small government. 

In the meantime, they are cutting 
programs important to the middle 
class. Student financial aid. Hey, those 
kids have got to pay higher interest on 
their loans and their parents, too, be-
cause we’re in trouble financially. At 
the same time, this week they are 
going to pass a $70 billion extension of 
tax cuts which favor investors over 
workers. 

Why do the Republicans hate people 
who work for wages and salaries so 
much? That is a question that begs an-
swering around here. Because investors 
who can clip coupons off their stocks 
pay a lower rate of taxes to the Federal 
Government than a policeman, a fire-
man or a teacher. And that is the way 
the Republicans say it should be. Those 
who are lucky enough to inherit or 
otherwise able to invest for a living, 
they shouldn’t pay taxes like those 
suckers who work for salary and wages. 

What contempt they are showing for 
the people of America. They are not 
only cutting the programs essential to 
them, borrowing in their name, hand-
ing them the bill, now they are bor-
rowing money to give to rich investors 
which the middle class will have to pay 
for, because in the Republicans’ world 
only the middle class pays taxes. 

The tax cuts they are proposing this 
week to extend will give an average cut 
of $20 to the middle fifth of taxpayers, 
those who average $36,000 a year. But 
for the lucky winners, the top 1 per-
cent, average income $5.3 million, they 
will save $82,415. Or if you could put it 
another way, the person who earns 
$36,000 will be obligated and their kids 
will be obligated to borrow $82,415 to 
give to that wealthy investor because 
we don’t have a surplus to give taxes 
away to those folks. They say, Oh, 
don’t worry. These tax cuts pay for 
themselves. 

Oh, okay. If that is true, why on page 
121, buried almost indecipherably in 
their budget, 151 pages long, page 121, 
the Republicans for the fifth time in 5 
years are increasing the debt limit of 
the United States without discussion 
on the floor of the House or a vote? 
They are going to increase it by $653 
billion. 

Let’s see. If the tax cuts pay for 
themselves, why would they have to in-
crease the debt limit of the United 
States for the fifth time in 5 years in a 
stealth fashion like this? That is un-
derhanded. 

When President Bush took office, we 
had a borrowing limit of $5.95 trillion, 
$6 trillion. When their budget passes 
this week, it is going to be $9.62 tril-
lion. Not bad. Up 60 percent in 5 years. 
The party of small government and fis-
cal responsibility has indebted the 
United States, increased the debt by 
more than 60 percent in 5 short years. 
They have amassed more foreign debt 
than all of the administrations that 
preceded them since the beginning of 
the Republic. So we are not only bor-
rowing against our future, borrowing 

against Social Security, handing a bill 
to the middle class, we are also 
indebting the country to foreign hold-
ers of debt, particularly China, Japan 
and others. 

What a great vision they have for 
America. The wealthy will live on their 
estates behind big walls with private 
security. They will send their kids to 
private schools in private limousines, 
they will ride their private jets to pri-
vate resorts, and then the rest of us 
can mow their lawns and carry their 
golf clubs and wait on their tables. And 
there won’t be much left for the rest of 
us. 

They can’t afford a decent bill for 
homeland security. They can’t afford 
money for cops, police, fire, public edu-
cation, but we can afford more tax cuts 
for the wealthiest among us because 
the investors are the important people 
to the Republicans. They are also their 
big contributors. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BISHOP of Utah) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, we invite the Nation to 
pray for the Members of Congress 
today with heartfelt compassion. They 
are in need of Your wisdom and our un-
derstanding. 

The making of law is never an easy 
task. It requires dedicated attention, 
artful skills of language, personal in-
tegrity and responsibility to be truly 
effective. Because of the multiple 
issues facing the Nation and the com-
plexity of every problem, intelligent 
minds and enlightened convictions are 
necessary for each Member of this leg-
islative body to supply answers, to 
seek healing and build peaceful unity. 

In a democracy as ours, laws can be 
crafted by diverse minds representing a 
variety of interests. But in the end, 
every law and every policy of govern-
ment must seek the consent of the gov-
erned and ultimately Your almighty 
judgment of justice. 

In You alone, Lord God, do we find 
the fulfillment of the law both now and 
forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed with an 
amendment in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested, a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H.R. 4939. An act making emergency sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate insists upon its amendment to 
the bill (H.R. 4939) ‘‘An Act making 
emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses,’’ requests a conference with the 
House on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses, thereon, and appoints Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SPECTER, 
Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. BOND, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mr. BURNS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. 
GREGG, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. CRAIG, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. BYRD, 
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. HARKIN, 
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. REID, Mr. KOHL, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DORGAN, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. JOHNSON, and 
Ms. LANDREIU, to be the conferees on 
the part of the Senate. 

f 

ASSOCIATION HEALTH PLANS 
(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge the Senate to help small 
business people with the skyrocketing 
costs of health insurance by passing 
Association Health Plans. 

Of the 45 million Americans without 
health insurance, 60 percent are small 
business employees and their families. 
By joining together, small businesses 
in central Florida will have the same 
bargaining power to negotiate lower 
health insurance rates as big compa-
nies, like Disney World and Darden. 
This will help lower their health insur-
ance premiums by up to 30 percent, and 
expand access to millions of people 
without health insurance. 

On April 27, 2005, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed my Small Business 
Bill of Rights which created a blue-
print for this Congress to follow to help 
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